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Language Research“You cannot write it if you cannot say it; you cannot sayit if you haven't heard it” Pie Corbett 2015
• Poor vocabulary is the primary cause of academicfailure of disadvantaged children.• DA pupils show declining reading comprehension astheir limited vocabulary starts to constraint more ofwhat they understand.• From birth- 2 years children of professional familiesspoke 32 million more words to their children thanchildren from disadvantaged backgrounds.• A child at 5 years old with poor language skills is 11times less likely to achieve A.R.E in MATHS at year 6SATs.• There is a huge correlation between reading difficultiesand poor mental health.



Put simply, the word rich get
richer, but the word poor get

poorer.
What can we do?• By explicitly teaching around 300 to 400words a year we can foster an annual growthof 3000-4000 words!

• With ANY subject, we begin with words. Itmust be our focus in all subjects.
• Language and vocabulary needs to betaught, it needs to be organised, cumulativeand rich.



Woodgate
• Role on the wall• Zone of relevance• Brain storms• Thesaurus/ dictionary
work• Definitions during GR• GR session 1 activities• Working walls• Word mats• Talk cards

………and many more!

This has already had a huge impact on ourchildren's reading and vocabulary.
Now it’s time to be even more
direct and explicit in our
teaching of language.
We must try to fill the gaps!



Which words do we need to teach?

90% of academictexts are tier 2words.

These words need tobe taught but will onlyappear in theirspecific subject.





Show

Tell

Drip

Teach

Show children the wordin context.
Tell them the word,explain what it means.
Drop the word in along with its tier 1equivalent. Use it regularly, eventuallywean them off the tier 1 version.
What we need to do more of!

Can you showme how youdid it?

Can youdemonstratehow you didit? Show me!Demonstratehow you didthat please.

How do we teach new vocabulary?



Plan for the perfect answer.
What did the mouse do to the Gruffalo?The mouse played a trick on the Gruffalo. He madethe Gruffalo think he was so bad that all the otheranimals in the forest were scared of him.
The mouse deceived the Gruffalo. He made theGruffalo believe that he was so dangerous that all theother animals in the forest were afraid of him.

Would you show, tell, drip or teach these words?

Word Method
deceived teach
believe drip

dangerous showtell
afraid drip



A number with 7 ones will always be greater than
a number with 5 ones. TRUE OR FALSE?

False, for example 37 and 27 (which have 7 ones)are both smaller than 55 which has five ones. Thisis because 55 has a greater amount of tens. Whenordering two numbers, the ones digit is of noconsequence if the tens digit has a higher value.

False because 37 and 27 (which have 7 ones) aresmaller than 55 which has five ones. Because 55 hasmore tens. When you have two numbers it doesn’tmatter about the ones if the tens are bigger.



Word maps(Elklan)



Four squares



List, group, label
1.Make a list ofvocabularyassociated with ahospital.2. Now group thewords.3. Make titles for yourcategories.



Would you rather?
Would you rather confine a butterfly or a cat?

Would you rather interact with a shark or a puppy?



Clue posters



Continuum challenge
To look

glance

scrutinise

noticed scan regard monitor observesurvey study stare

peek glimpse peer take in inspectgape ogle examine
Have a go with
To walk



Tier 1 Tier 2
find locate

hand out distribute

try attempt

Language in the classroom
Tier 1 Tier 2

get

look

talk


